pre-junctional actions of relaxants also renjve less thorough treatment than the problem deserves.
A chapter is devoted to the rational use of muscle relaxants, and Dr. Feldman makes out a persuasive case for the use of large single doses of the non-depolarizing drugs as opposed to repeated smaller ones. The arguments are plausible, but, as elsewhere in the book, hypothesis, theory and facts are presented in a manner that makes distinction difficult, and hard evidence in support of his proposition consists of two unpublished animal experiments.
Finally, too many references are made to verbal communicatiO'ns to which the reader has no access, while many of the published references are neither the best nor the earliest. This is of considerable importance to the Fellowship student, who must have some familiarity with important original papers.
. In summary, despite the readable style of the author and the wide ranging presentation of facts, this book cannot be recommended either to the Registrar in training or the Clinician looking for sound theoretical knowledge. In too many instances are hypothesis and fact intermingled, and too often are controversial topics oversimplified in an effort to make them easily comprehensihle. T " Renal Problems There is close association of renal problems with hypotension, cardiac lesions, diabetes and electrolyte inbalance." No further comment! Yet it has two full pages on :.\Ialignant Hyperpyrexia as a Complication of Anaesthesia, whilst Cardiac Arrhythmias in the same section has only been allotted a third of a page.
The contents include: anaesthesia in relation to surgery; evaluation and pre-medication; general anaesthesia, regional anaesthesia and complications;
care of the unconscious; respiration and cardiovascular homeostasis; fluids, electrolytes and acid base; post-operative problems; obstetrical and paediatric anaes-thesia. Most chapters are only of average quality and quantity but the chapters on general anaesthesia and neuromuscular relaxation are good and the chapter on complications is excellent.
The book is a Canadian Manual and as such might be expected to differ from Australian techniques. This is not so as most of the techniques described would be seen on a routine visit to any Australian operating theatre. The information supplied is mostly accurate by current standards and a student who uses this book would be fairly knowledgeable in anaesthesia. However, I think that there are better texts available to students and will continue to recommend Norris and Campbell, and Dripps, Eckenhoff and Vandam.
A There would be few anaesthetists who have had greater experience in these methods than Macintosh and Lee, and this is reflected in their concise and rational presentation of facts and arguments.
VVhilst all aspects of the subject are well covered, one main attrihute of the book would be the clear illustrations, each of which has an important message.
It is interesting to note that only half a page is devoted to permanent neurological sequelae. Now that the mechanism of many of these sequelae is understood, and the rules of administration are clear, this is probably the correct emphasis.
The so-called "hypobaric" methods have been omitted from this edition. Whilst this is understandable, in that hyperbaric methods will meet most requirements, it seems a pity to omit them completely as " hypobaric" methods make it easier for the anaesthetist to produce predominantly sensory loss with retention of some motor control, which may help in the prevention of deep venous thrombosis in the calf.
The other major changes since the second edition are excellent chapters on physiology, the management of the patient during surgery, Anaesthesia and intensive Carf, Vol. II, No. 3, August, 1974 obstetrics, intractable pam, and indications and contra-indications.
However, one would hope that when the fourth edition is published, it will contain some comparisons with epidural anaesthesia, and some guide in regard to the choice between these two methods in various circumstances. I would think mcst anaesthetists would be of the opinion that the two methods are not always interchangeable.
But in summalY, this monograph is recommended reading for all regional anaesthetists, even if they have read the previous edition.
T. 1. EVANS. . Cardiac output is one of the most important physiological functions to anaesthetists, and although we usually depend on assessing other parameters to determine the cardiovascular status, cardiac output measurement is now becoming a practical proposition and will probably become more frequently used, particularly in the management of very ill patients. This is a very comprehensive monograph on cardiac output. The first section deals with the more widely employed methods of assessing cardiac output. This is followed by sections on regulation of cardiac pumping and the regulation of venous return, where the cardiac output and venous return curves are introduced and explained in some detail. These are now widely used in teaching cardiovascular physiology. They are further developed in a chapter entitled " Graphical Analysis of Cardiac Output Regulation ", which leads on to a simplified algebraic analysis and finally computer analysis of heart pumping and total circulatory function. It is fascinating to read some of these aspects which demonstrate how the various components of the heart and circulation and their control are built into the computer circuitry. Even for those who are not electronically minded, the general impression of how this is achieved can be obtained from this section. The final section is on the regUlation of cardiac output in specific physiological and pathological states and deals in detail with topics such as autonomic regulation, effects of blood volume changes, posture, shock, exercise and heart failure. The book concludes with a bibliography containing about ] ,500 references. This is a useful reference source and is an indication of the wide literature review covered in the preparation of this very comprehensive text.
Any anaesthetist with a special interest in cardiovascular physiology should find much of value in this book, and although it is probably rather detailed for most practising anaesthetists and trainees there are many chapters which would be both interesting and useful to peruse if time is available. T. C. K. BROWN.
